
Introduction to 6th Grade Math
Placement Information for 5th Grade Families

For most core subjects in middle school, all students participate in the same course (e.g., Language Arts, Science,
Social Studies). However, in math, students are scheduled for the math course which corresponds with the
placement recommendation made by their 5th grade classroom teacher (in consultation with our math coaches and
math curriculum specialist, as needed).

Your child’s 6th grade recommended math placement will be shared with you during elementary conferences in
March/April. Teachers will base their recommendations on four key criteria: San Francisco Math unit milestone
tasks; STAR universal math screeners; SBAC assessment results; and how the student responds to the pace of
instruction in the classroom.

We know that parents usually have a lot of questions regarding the math placement process, and what the math
class means for their child’s progression in future grade levels. Therefore, we wanted to provide the following
background information in advance of your conference.

What do the math pathways look like?
A math pathway is the course progression from one grade level to the next.

6th Grade Courses 7th Grade Courses 8th Grade Courses 9th Grade Courses

❶ Math 6 ⇨ Math 7 ⇨ Math 8 ⇨ Algebra

❷ Accelerated Math 1 ⇨ Accelerated Math 2 ⇨ Algebra ⇨ Geometry

❸ Accelerated Math 2 ⇨ Algebra ⇨ Geometry ⇨
Algebra II with
Trigonometry

● The first pathway is the grade level math progression at Timothy Edwards. Each of these courses prepares
students for the study of Algebra in 9th grade. This course sequence is designed to align with SWPS graduation
requirements and position students to have choices in their math exploration in high school.

● Students in the second pathway experience content at a faster pace each year, consolidating the study of three
years of content standards into two (6th and 7th grades). Accelerated 1 covers all of the 6th grade content, as
well as some 7th grade content; Accelerated 2 covers some 7th and 8th grade content; and students on this
pathway prepare for the study of Algebra in 8th grade.

● The third pathway is for individual situations in which a student is placed into Accelerated Math 2 in 6th grade.
A placement in this pathway is by school personnel only, and students placed in this course will be required to
demonstrate pre-mastery of grade 6 Accelerated Math 1 content on a required screening test.

What do students learn in math at Timothy Edwards Middle School?
The Common Core math standards are explored at each grade level, with an emphasis on the math content described in
the chart below.

MATH CONTENT

Math 6 Math 7 Math 8
● Ratios and unit rates
● Dividing fractions
● Rational numbers
● Algebraic expressions
● One-variable equations  and

inequalities
● Dependent and independent variables
● Surface area and volume

● Proportional relationships
● Add, subtract, multiply, divide rational

numbers
● Generate equivalent expressions using

properties of operations
● Use algebraic expressions and

equations to solve real-life math
problems

● Radicals and integer exponents
● Proportional relationships, lines, linear

equations
● Analyze and solve linear equations and

systems of equations
● Functions and using these to model

relationships between quantities
● Congruence and similarity
● Pythagorean Theorem
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What is the placement process this spring?

Additional and more detailed information regarding the math placement process was provided during a math
information presentation given by Robyn Ongley, Math Curriculum Specialist. A video of this presentation, as well as
the slides used during the presentation, are available on our website (click here).

Fifth grade classroom teachers, as well as our entire team of math professionals, work hard to place each student on
a pathway that offers the right level of challenge, without being too overwhelming. After the conference with your
child’s teacher, if you feel an alternate math placement is appropriate for your child you should contact your child’s
teacher or your school’s math coach by April 21, 2022. (Please do not contact Timothy Edwards Middle School
directly.)

All 5th grade families will receive a letter from the SWPS Math Department confirming their child’s Grade 6 math
placement before the end of this school year. Thank you in advance for partnering with us to ensure what we hope
will be a smooth and successful transition to middle school!
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https://tems.southwindsorschools.org/parents_and_students/news_and_announcements/what_s_new/introduction_to_6th_grade_math_

